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CITY OF SANTA MARIA 

HOME OCCUPATION REGULATIONS 
 

PLANNING DIVISION    110 SOUTH PINE STREET ROOM 101    SANTA MARIA, CA 93458    805.925.0951 X 2244 

 
 

APPLICANT’S NAME:  PHONE NO:   

BUSINESS NAME:    

TYPE OF BUSINESS:   

ADDRESS:   

What activities will take place in your home?  

What room will be used?   

What products, equipment or supplies are used for your business?  

  

Where will these items be located or stored?  

Check appropriate place if you will be using a vehicle in connection with your business: 

Car  Van  Truck  Trailer  Other  

Will it have signs?    Will there be equipment stored in it?     

Where will it be stored?           

Other information  

 

All persons who wish to operate a business from a residential address within the Santa Maria City 
limits shall complete this form, and the form shall be reviewed by the Community Development 
Department for consistency with Items a through l below prior to the issuance of a Santa Maria City 
business license. The Santa Maria Municipal Code has established a series of conditions that each 
business must follow in order to legally operate from a residential location. Please read the following 
conditions carefully and sign below. 
 
a) Any business owner or operator operating in a residential zoning district shall sign and file 

this statement indicating his/her awareness of City regulations applicable to the operation 
of home occupations and that owner/operator must also have a valid City business license. 

b) There shall be no employees in connection with the home occupation within the home, other 
than members of the resident family. 

c) This use of the home shall not generate pedestrian or vehicular traffic beyond that normal 
to the district or neighborhood in which it is located. 
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d) There shall be no customers, suppliers, employees, clients or patients coming to the home 
in connection with the home occupation, except as permitted under Section 12-29.07. 

e) There shall be no sale of products on the premises. 

f) The use shall not involve the use of any commercial vehicle for the delivery of materials to 
or from the premises. 

g) Any vehicle specifically used in connection with the home occupation shall not exceed a 
capacity of one ton, and if the vehicle has signs painted on it, or affixed thereto, or if it is 
loaded with equipment, the vehicle shall be stored in an enclosed garage or carport. 

h) No more than one room in the dwelling shall be utilized for the home occupation. The garage 
must be kept clear for the parking of vehicles at all times, as required by Chapter 32 of this 
title. Accessory structures may not be used for the home occupation or for storage for the 
home occupation. 

i) There shall be no outdoor storage or display in connection with the home occupation. 

j) In no way shall the appearance of the dwelling, or accessory building be so altered or the 
conduct of the occupation within the dwelling be such that the dwelling or accessory building 
may be recognized as serving a non-residential use (either by color, material, construction, 
lighting, sound, vibration, etc.). 

k) No signs shall be displaced and there shall be no advertising using the home address (with 
the exception of the necessary advertising in the telephone directory.) 

l) There shall be no use of utilities or community facilities beyond that normal to the use of the 
property for normal residential purposes, as defined in the district. 

m) The amount of flammable, combustible, and hazardous materials used in conjunction with 
a home occupation shall not exceed a maximum cumulative total of five gallons. 

 
I certify that I have read the above conditions and I agree to abide by these conditions in the 
operations of my business. I also understand that the violation of any of these conditions is 
considered a misdemeanor punishable as provided pursuant to Section 1-6.01 of the Santa Maria 
City Code. 
 
 
 
    
Applicant’s signature  Date 
 
 
 

    
Signature of Zoning Administrator/Designee  Date 
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